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Wild Plants of Miller / Knox Regional Shoreline 
 
Grouped by Growth Form 
Alphabetical by Scientific Name 
 
 
 
This document contains a comprehensive list of the wild plants reported to be found in 
Miller / Knox Regional Shoreline. 
 
The plants are grouped according to their growth form for easy accessibility. These 
four groups are: Ferns & Horsetails, Grasses & Grasslike, Herbaceous, and Woody. 
 
The plants within each group are listed alphabetically by scientific name. Other 
information on each plant includes the common name, family, whether the plant is 
native or introduced, and its longevity. 
 
For quick reference, the upper left corner of each page displays both the group name 
(based on growth form) and the genus of the first scientific name. 
 
 
The abbreviations used: 
 
9    Checklist column for marking off the plants you observe 
Scientific Name According to The Jepson Manual: Higher Plants of California, 1993 
Common Name According to Jepson and other references (highly variable) 
Family   The scientific plant family name according to Jepson 
L   Longevity: Annual (a), Biennial (b), Perennial (p), or a combination 
N/I   Native (n) or Introduced (i) according to Jepson 
 
 
The listing of plants included in this document is by no means complete. The intent is 
to maintain an ongoing inventory to which additional plants can be added over time. 
Readers are encouraged to report any corrections or additions to this list by emailing 
the District Botanist (Wilde Legard, wlegard@ebparks.org). This welcomed assistance 
will help facilitate improved management of the Park District’s natural resources. 
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Scientific Name Common Name N/IFamily

Adiantum
Ferns & Horsetails

√ L

Alphabetical by Scientific Name
Grouped by Growth Form

Fern, Calif. Maidenhair nPteridaceae pAdiantum jordaniiO
Scouring Rush, Common nEquisetaceae pEquisetum hyemale ssp. affineO
Horsetail, Giant nEquisetaceae pEquisetum telmateia ssp. brauniiO
Fern, Coffee nPteridaceae pPellaea andromedifoliaO
Fern, Bird's-foot nPteridaceae pPellaea mucronata var. mucronataO
Fern, Goldenback nPteridaceae pPentagramma triangularis ssp. triangularisO
Fern, Polypody nPolypodiaceae pPolypodium calirhizaO
Fern, Bracken nDennstaedtiaceae pPteridium aquilinum var. pubescensO
Fern, Giant Chain nBlechnaceae pWoodwardia fimbriataO
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Scientific Name Common Name N/IFamily

Agrostis
Grasses & Grasslike

√ L

Alphabetical by Scientific Name
Grouped by Growth Form

Bent Grass, Hall nPoaceae pAgrostis halliiO
Bent Grass, Dune nPoaceae pAgrostis pallensO
Hair Grass, Silver European iPoaceae aAira caryophylleaO
Oat, Slender Wild iPoaceae aAvena barbataO
Oat, Wild iPoaceae aAvena fatuaO
Quaking Grass, Big iPoaceae aBriza maximaO
Quaking Grass, Little iPoaceae aBriza minorO
Brome, California nPoaceae pBromus carinatus var. ?O
Brome, California nPoaceae pBromus carinatus var. carinatusO
Brome, Ripgut iPoaceae aBromus diandrusO
Brome, Soft iPoaceae aBromus hordeaceusO
Brome, Woodland nPoaceae pBromus laevipesO
Brome, Red Foxtail iPoaceae aBromus madritensis ssp. rubensO
Sedge Cyperaceae pCarex sp.O
Sedge, Smallbract nCyperaceae pCarex subbracteataO
Pampas Grass, Hairy iPoaceae pCortaderia jubataO
Pampas Grass, Smooth iPoaceae pCortaderia selloanaO
Bermuda Grass nPoaceae pCynodon dactylonO
Dogtail Grass, Hedgehog iPoaceae aCynosurus echinatusO
Nutsedge, Tall nCyperaceae pCyperus eragrostisO
Orchard Grass iPoaceae pDactylis glomerataO
Oat Grass, California nPoaceae pDanthonia californica var. californicaO
Hair Grass, Annual nPoaceae aDeschampsia danthonioidesO
Salt Grass nPoaceae pDistichlis spicataO
Barnyard Grass iPoaceae aEchinochloa crus-galliO
Stebbins Grass iPoaceae pEhrharta erectaO
Wild Rye, Blue nPoaceae pElymus glaucus ssp. glaucusO
Squirreltail, Big nPoaceae pElymus multisetusO
Fescue, Tall iPoaceae pFestuca arundinaceaO
Fescue, California nPoaceae pFestuca californicaO
Fescue, Idaho nPoaceae pFestuca idahoensisO
Fescue, Red nPoaceae pFestuca rubraO
Nit Grass iPoaceae aGastridium ventricosumO
Velvet Grass, Common iPoaceae pHolcus lanatusO
Barley, Meadow nPoaceae pHordeum brachyantherum ssp. brachyantherumO
Barley, California nPoaceae pHordeum brachyantherum ssp. californicumO
Barley, Mediterranean iPoaceae aHordeum marinum ssp. gussoneanumO
Barley, Hare iPoaceae aHordeum murinum ssp. leporinumO
Rush, Baltic Wire nJuncaceae pJuncus balticusO
Rush, Toad nJuncaceae aJuncus bufonius var. ?O
Rush, Pacific Bog nJuncaceae pJuncus effusus var. pacificusO
Rush, Spreading nJuncaceae pJuncus patensO
Rush, Panicled Brownhead nJuncaceae pJuncus phaeocephalus var. paniculatusO
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Scientific Name Common Name N/IFamily

Juncus
Grasses & Grasslike

√ L

Alphabetical by Scientific Name
Grouped by Growth Form

Rush, Slender nJuncaceae pJuncus tenuisO
Rush, Iris-leaf nJuncaceae pJuncus xiphioidesO
Wild Rye, Wet-meadow nPoaceae pLeymus triticoidesO
Rye Grass, Awned Italian iPoaceae pLolium multiflorumO
Woodrush, Common nJuncaceae pLuzula comosaO
Melic Grass, Torrey nPoaceae pMelica torreyanaO
Needle Grass, Foothill nPoaceae pNassella lepidaO
Needle Grass, Purple nPoaceae pNassella pulchraO
Sickle Grass iPoaceae aParapholis incurvaO
Knot Grass iPoaceae pPaspalum distichumO
Harding Grass iPoaceae pPhalaris aquaticaO
Blue Grass, Annual iPoaceae aPoa annuaO
Blue Grass, One-side nPoaceae pPoa secunda ssp. secundaO
Rabbitfoot Grass, Annual iPoaceae aPolypogon monspeliensisO
Bulrush, California nCyperaceae pScirpus californicusO
Cattail, Broadleaf nTyphaceae pTypha latifoliaO
Fescue, Six-weeks iPoaceae aVulpia bromoidesO
Fescue, Few-flower nPoaceae aVulpia microstachys var. paucifloraO
Fescue, Rattail nPoaceae aVulpia myuros var. myurosO
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Scientific Name Common Name N/IFamily

Acaena
Herbaceous

√ L

Alphabetical by Scientific Name
Grouped by Growth Form

Acaena, California nRosaceae pAcaena pinnatifida var. californicaO
Yarrow nAsteraceae pAchillea millefoliumO
Water Plantain, Common nAlismataceae pAlisma plantago-aquaticaO
Ragweed, Western nAsteraceae pAmbrosia psilostachyaO
Fiddleneck, Common nBoraginaceae aAmsinckia menziesii var. intermediaO
Pimpernel, Scarlet iPrimulaceae aAnagallis arvensisO
Pearly Everlasting iAsteraceae pAnaphalis margaritaceaO
Mayweed iAsteraceae aAnthemis cotulaO
Pipevine, Calif. / Dutchman's nAristolochiaceae pAristolochia californicaO
Mugwort, California nAsteraceae pArtemisia douglasianaO
Aster, Common California Wild nAsteraceae pAster chilensisO
Aster, Broadleaf nAsteraceae pAster radulinusO
Sandweed, Dwarf nBrassicaceae aAthysanus pusillusO
Baccharis, Douglas/Salt Marsh nAsteraceae pBaccharis douglasiiO
Bellardia iScrophulariaceae aBellardia trixagoO
Mustard, Black iBrassicaceae aBrassica nigraO
Mustard, Yellow Field iBrassicaceae aBrassica rapaO
Brodiaea, Harvest / Elegant nLiliaceae pBrodiaea elegans ssp. elegansO
Red Maids, Magenta nPortulacaceae aCalandrinia ciliataO
Water Starwort, California nCallitrichaceae a?Callitriche marginataO
Suncup, Golden Eggs nOnagraceae pCamissonia ovataO
Shepherd's Purse iBrassicaceae aCapsella bursa-pastorisO
Milkmaids nBrassicaceae pCardamine californica (both var.)O
Bitter Cress, Western nBrassicaceae aCardamine oligospermaO
Thistle, Italian iAsteraceae aCarduus pycnocephalusO
Paintbrush, Common Indian nScrophulariaceae pCastilleja affinis ssp. affinisO
Valley Tassels nScrophulariaceae aCastilleja attenuataO
Owl's Clover, Common nScrophulariaceae aCastilleja densiflora ssp. densifloraO
Owl's Clover, Purple nScrophulariaceae aCastilleja exserta ssp. exsertaO
Thistle, Yellow Star iAsteraceae aCentaurea solstitialisO
Centaury nGentianaceae abCentaurium sp.O
Valerian, Red iValerianaceae pCentranthus ruberO
Chickweed, Mouse-ear iCaryophyllaceae aCerastium glomeratumO
Pineapple Weed nAsteraceae aChamomilla suaveolensO
Lamb's Quarters iChenopodiaceae aChenopodium albumO
Soap Plant, Common nLiliaceae pChlorogalum pomeridianum var. pomeridianumO
Gentian, Yellow nGentianaceae aCicendia quadrangularisO
Thistle, Brownie nAsteraceae pCirsium quercetorumO
Thistle, Bull iAsteraceae bCirsium vulgareO
Clarkia, Ruby Chalice nOnagraceae aClarkia rubicundaO
Clarkia nOnagraceae aClarkia sp.O
Miner's Lettuce nPortulacaceae aClaytonia perfoliata ssp. ?O
Poison Hemlock iApiaceae bConium maculatumO
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Scientific Name Common Name N/IFamily

Convolvulus
Herbaceous

√ L

Alphabetical by Scientific Name
Grouped by Growth Form

Bindweed, Field iConvolvulaceae pConvolvulus arvensisO
Horseweed, South American iAsteraceae aConyza bonariensisO
Brass Buttons iAsteraceae pCotula coronopifoliaO
Pygmy Weed, Sand nCrassulaceae aCrassula connataO
Cryptantha, Prickly nBoraginaceae aCryptantha muricataO
Cardoon / Artichoke Thistle iAsteraceae pCynara cardunculusO
Hound's Tongue, Large nBoraginaceae pCynoglossum grandeO
Blue Dicks nLiliaceae pDichelostemma capitatum ssp. capitatumO
Shooting Star, Mosquitobills nPrimulaceae pDodecatheon hendersoniiO
Dudleya, Common / Hot Rock nCrassulaceae pDudleya cymosa ssp. paniculataO
Dudleya, Powdery nCrassulaceae pDudleya farinosaO
Willowherb, Panicled / Weedy nOnagraceae aEpilobium brachycarpumO
Fuchsia, California nOnagraceae pEpilobium canum ssp. canumO
Turkey Mullein nEuphorbiaceae aEremocarpus setigerusO
Buckwheat, Curl-leaf Eared nPolygonaceae pEriogonum nudum var. auriculatumO
Filaree, Long-beaked iGeraniaceae aErodium botrysO
Filaree, Red-stem iGeraniaceae aErodium cicutariumO
Filaree, White-stem iGeraniaceae aErodium moschatumO
Poppy, California nPapaveraceae pEschscholzia californicaO
Goldenrod, Western nAsteraceae pEuthamia occidentalisO
Fluffweed iAsteraceae aFilago gallicaO
Fennel, Sweet iApiaceae pFoeniculum vulgareO
Bedstraw, Goosegrass iRubiaceae aGalium aparineO
Geranium, Purpletip Cut-leaf iGeraniaceae aGeranium dissectumO
Everlasting, California nAsteraceae bGnaphalium californicumO
Cudweed, Lowland nAsteraceae aGnaphalium palustreO
Cudweed, Purple nAsteraceae aGnaphalium purpureumO
Everlasting, Pink nAsteraceae bGnaphalium ramosissimumO
Gumplant, Hairy nAsteraceae pGrindelia hirsutula var. hirsutulaO
Heliotrope, Seaside nBoraginaceae pHeliotropium curassavicumO
Tarweed, Hayfield nAsteraceae pHemizonia congesta ssp. luzulaefoliaO
Spikeweed, Coast nAsteraceae aHemizonia corymbosa ssp. corymbosaO
Spikeweed, Fitch nAsteraceae pHemizonia fitchiiO
Spikeweed, Common nAsteraceae aHemizonia pungens ssp. ?O
Parsnip, Cow nApiaceae pHeracleum lanatumO
Nettle, Western Creeping nUrticaceae aHesperocnide tenellaO
Golden Aster, Hairy nAsteraceae pHeterotheca sessiliflora ssp. bolanderiO
Mustard, Shortpod iBrassicaceae bpHirschfeldia incanaO
Cat's-ear, Smooth iAsteraceae aHypochaeris glabraO
Cat's-ear, Rough iAsteraceae pHypochaeris radicataO
Lettuce, Prickly iAsteraceae aLactuca serriolaO
Pea, Everlasting iFabaceae pLathyrus latifoliusO
Pea, Pale Purple Pacific nFabaceae pLathyrus vestitus var. vestitusO
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Scientific Name Common Name N/IFamily

Lemna
Herbaceous

√ L

Alphabetical by Scientific Name
Grouped by Growth Form

Duckweed, Swollen nLemnaceae pLemna gibbaO
Peppergrass, Threadleaf nBrassicaceae aLepidium nitidum var. nitidumO
Peppergrass, Prostrate iBrassicaceae aLepidium strictumO
Flax Linaceae apLinum sp.O
Deerweed, Bird's-foot iFabaceae pLotus corniculatusO
Colchita nFabaceae aLotus humistratusO
Deerweed nFabaceae pLotus scoparius var. scopariusO
Lotus, California nFabaceae aLotus wrangelianusO
Lupine, Summer / Woodland nFabaceae pLupinus formosus var. formosusO
Lupine, Douglas Sky nFabaceae aLupinus nanusO
Lupine, Arroyo nFabaceae aLupinus succulentusO
Loosestrife, Grass Poly iLythraceae apLythrum hyssopifoliumO
Tarweed, Common / Coast nAsteraceae aMadia sativaO
Mallow, Bull iMalvaceae aMalva nicaeensisO
Cheeseweed, Hidden-flower iMalvaceae aMalva parvifloraO
Manroot, Common / California nCucurbitaceae pMarah fabaceusO
Horehound, Common iLamiaceae pMarrubium vulgareO
Bur Clover, California iFabaceae aMedicago polymorphaO
Sweet Clover, White iFabaceae abMelilotus albaO
Clover, Sour iFabaceae abMelilotus indicaO
Coyotemint, Common nLamiaceae pMonardella villosa ssp. ?O
Evening Primrose, Hooker nOnagraceae bOenothera elata ssp. hookeriO
Buttercup, Bermuda iOxalidaceae pOxalis pes-capraeO
Yampah nApiaceae pPerideridia sp.O
Phacelia, California / Rock nHydrophyllaceae pPhacelia californicaO
Ox-tongue, Bristly iAsteraceae abPicris echioidesO
Popcorn Flower, Nievitas nBoraginaceae aPlagiobothrys nothofulvusO
Plantain, California Dwarf nPlantaginaceae aPlantago erectaO
Plantain, English iPlantaginaceae aPlantago lanceolataO
Knotweed, Common Yard nPolygonaceae aPolygonum arenastrumO
Knotweed / Smartweed Polygonaceae apPolygonum sp.O
Purslane, Common iPortulacaceae pPortulaca oleraceaO
Buttercup, California nRanunculaceae pRanunculus californicusO
Radish, Wild iBrassicaceae aRaphanus sativusO
Sheep Sorrel iPolygonaceae pRumex acetosellaO
Dock, Curly iPolygonaceae pRumex crispusO
Dock, Fiddle iPolygonaceae pRumex pulcherO
Dock, Dense Willow nPolygonaceae pRumex salicifolius var. crassusO
Dock, Ovate Willow nPolygonaceae pRumex salicifolius var. transitoriusO
Pearlwort, Western nCaryophyllaceae aSagina decumbens ssp. occidentalisO
Thistle, Russian iChenopodiaceae apSalsola tragusO
Sanicle, Purple nApiaceae pSanicula bipinnatifidaO
Sanicle, Pacific Woodland nApiaceae pSanicula crassicaulisO
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Scientific Name Common Name N/IFamily

Scrophularia
Herbaceous

√ L

Alphabetical by Scientific Name
Grouped by Growth Form

Figwort, California nScrophulariaceae pScrophularia californica ssp. californicaO
Butterweed, California Woolly nAsteraceae pSenecio aronicoidesO
Groundsel, Common iAsteraceae aSenecio vulgarisO
Checkerbloom, Common nMalvaceae pSidalcea malvaeflora ssp. ?O
Pink, Windmill iCaryophyllaceae aSilene gallicaO
Thistle, Milk iAsteraceae abSilybum marianumO
Grass, Blue-eyed nIridaceae pSisyrinchium bellumO
Goldenrod, California nAsteraceae pSolidago californicaO
Soliva, Common nAsteraceae aSoliva sessilisO
Sow Thistle, Prickly iAsteraceae aSonchus asper ssp. asperO
Sow Thistle, Common iAsteraceae aSonchus oleraceusO
Stickwort iCaryophyllaceae aSpergula arvensis ssp. arvensisO
Sand Spurry, Short-style nCaryophyllaceae pSpergularia macrotheca var. leucanthaO
Sand Spurry, Ruby iCaryophyllaceae apSpergularia rubraO
Hedge Nettle, Common Rigid nLamiaceae pStachys ajugoides var. rigidaO
Chickweed, Common iCaryophyllaceae aStellaria mediaO
Wreath Plant, Twiggy nAsteraceae aStephanomeria virgata ssp. pleurocarpaO
Clover, Shamrock iFabaceae aTrifolium dubiumO
Clover, White iFabaceae pTrifolium repensO
Clover Fabaceae apTrifolium sp.O
Owl's Clover, Dwarf nScrophulariaceae aTriphysaria pusillaO
Ithuriel's Spear nLiliaceae pTriteleia laxaO
Nettle, Dwarf Stinging iUrticaceae aUrtica urensO
Mullein, Common Woolly iScrophulariaceae bVerbascum thapsusO
Vetch, American nFabaceae pVicia americana var. americanaO
Vetch, One-sided Purple iFabaceae pVicia benghalensisO
Vetch, Narrowleaf iFabaceae aVicia sativa ssp. nigraO
Vetch, Spring iFabaceae aVicia sativa ssp. sativaO
Vetch, Winter iFabaceae abVicia villosa ssp. variaO
Johnny-Jump-Up / Wild Pansy nViolaceae pViola pedunculataO
Mule's Ear, Narrow-leaf nAsteraceae pWyethia angustifoliaO
Mule's Ear, Smooth nAsteraceae pWyethia glabraO
Clotbur, Spiny nAsteraceae aXanthium spinosumO
Cocklebur nAsteraceae aXanthium strumariumO
Lily, Common Star nLiliaceae pZigadenus fremontiiO
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Scientific Name Common Name N/IFamily

Acacia
Woody

√ L

Alphabetical by Scientific Name
Grouped by Growth Form

Acacia, Blackwood iFabaceae pAcacia melanoxylonO
Buckeye, California nHippocastanaceae pAesculus californicaO
Madrone, Pacific nEricaceae pArbutus menziesiiO
Sagebrush, California nAsteraceae pArtemisia californicaO
Coyote Bush nAsteraceae pBaccharis pilularisO
Fig, Yellow Hottentot iAizoaceae pCarpobrotus edulisO
Hazelnut, California nBetulaceae pCorylus cornuta var. californicaO
Yarrow, Golden nAsteraceae pEriophyllum confertiflorum var. confertiflorumO
Gum, Blue iMyrtaceae pEucalyptus globulusO
Broom, French iFabaceae pGenista monspessulanaO
Ivy, English iAraliaceae pHedera helixO
Toyon nRosaceae pHeteromeles arbutifoliaO
Creambush / Ocean Spray nRosaceae pHolodiscus discolorO
Lupine, Blue Bush / Silver nFabaceae pLupinus albifrons var. ?O
Monkey Flower, Bush nScrophulariaceae pMimulus aurantiacusO
Oso Berry nRosaceae pOemleria cerasiformisO
Olive iOleaceae pOlea europaeaO
Pine, Monterey nPinaceae pPinus radiataO
Cottonwood, Fremont nSalicaceae pPopulus fremontii ssp. fremontiiO
Cherry, Bitter nRosaceae pPrunus emarginataO
Cherry/Plum nRosaceae pPrunus sp.O
Oak, Coast Live nFagaceae pQuercus agrifolia var. agrifoliaO
Coffeeberry, California nRhamnaceae pRhamnus californica ssp. californicaO
Rose, California Wild nRosaceae pRosa californicaO
Blackberry, Himalayan iRosaceae pRubus discolorO
Blackberry, Native California nRosaceae pRubus ursinusO
Willow, Red nSalicaceae pSalix laevigataO
Willow, Arroyo nSalicaceae pSalix lasiolepisO
Elderberry, Blue nCaprifoliaceae pSambucus mexicanaO
Blue Witch nSolanaceae pSolanum umbelliferumO
Snowberry, Creeping nCaprifoliaceae pSymphoricarpos mollisO
Poison Oak nAnacardiaceae pToxicodendron diversilobumO
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