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Wild Plants of Coyote Hills Regional Park 
 

Grouped by Growth Form 
Alphabetical by Scientific Name 
 
 
 
This document contains a comprehensive list of the wild plants reported to be found in 
Coyote Hills Regional Park. 
 
The plants are grouped according to their growth form for easy accessibility. These 
four groups are: Ferns & Horsetails, Grasses & Grasslike, Herbaceous, and Woody. 
 
The plants within each group are listed alphabetically by scientific name. Other 
information on each plant includes the common name, family, whether the plant is 
native or introduced, and its longevity. 
 
For quick reference, the upper left corner of each page displays both the group name 
(based on growth form) and the genus of the first scientific name. 
 
 
The abbreviations used: 
 
9    Checklist column for marking off the plants you observe 
Scientific Name According to The Jepson Manual: Higher Plants of California, 1993 
Common Name According to Jepson and other references (highly variable) 
Family   The scientific plant family name according to Jepson 
L   Longevity: Annual (a), Biennial (b), Perennial (p), or a combination 
N/I   Native (n) or Introduced (i) according to Jepson 
 
 
The listing of plants included in this document is by no means complete. The intent is 
to maintain an ongoing inventory to which additional plants can be added over time. 
Readers are encouraged to report any corrections or additions to this list by emailing 
the District Botanist (Wilde Legard, wlegard@ebparks.org). This welcomed assistance 
will help facilitate improved management of the Park District’s natural resources. 
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Scientific Name Common Name N/IFamily

Avena
Grasses & Grasslike

√ L

Alphabetical by Scientific Name
Grouped by Growth Form

Oat, Slender Wild iPoaceae aAvena barbataO
Oat, Wild iPoaceae aAvena fatuaO
Brome, California nPoaceae pBromus carinatus var. carinatusO
Brome, Marine nPoaceae pBromus carinatus var. maritimusO
Brome, Rescue iPoaceae apBromus catharticusO
Brome, Ripgut iPoaceae aBromus diandrusO
Brome, Soft iPoaceae aBromus hordeaceusO
Brome, Spanish iPoaceae aBromus madritensis ssp. madritensisO
Brome, Red Foxtail iPoaceae aBromus madritensis ssp. rubensO
Sedge Cyperaceae pCarex sp.O
Pampas Grass, Hairy iPoaceae pCortaderia jubataO
Swamp Grass iPoaceae aCrypsis schoenoidesO
Bermuda Grass nPoaceae pCynodon dactylonO
Nutsedge, Tall nCyperaceae pCyperus eragrostisO
Nutsedge, Coarse nCyperaceae pCyperus odoratusO
Nutsedge nCyperaceae apCyperus sp.O
Orchard Grass iPoaceae pDactylis glomerataO
Oat Grass, California nPoaceae pDanthonia californica var. californicaO
Salt Grass nPoaceae pDistichlis spicataO
Wild Rye, Blue nPoaceae pElymus glaucus ssp. glaucusO
Wheatgrass, Parish's nPoaceae pElymus stebbinsiiO
Fescue, Tall iPoaceae pFestuca arundinaceaO
Fescue, Red nPoaceae pFestuca rubraO
Nit Grass iPoaceae aGastridium ventricosumO
Barley, Mediterranean iPoaceae aHordeum marinum ssp. gussoneanumO
Barley, Hare iPoaceae aHordeum murinum ssp. leporinumO
Barley, Sessile-spikelet iPoaceae aHordeum murinum ssp. murinumO
Rush, Spreading nJuncaceae pJuncus patensO
Rush Juncaceae apJuncus sp.O
Rush, Iris-leaf nJuncaceae pJuncus xiphioidesO
Wild Rye, Giant nPoaceae pLeymus condensatusO
Wild Rye, Wet-meadow nPoaceae pLeymus triticoidesO
Rye Grass, Awned Italian iPoaceae pLolium multiflorumO
Rye Grass, Perennial iPoaceae pLolium perenneO
Needle Grass, Foothill nPoaceae pNassella lepidaO
Needle Grass, Purple nPoaceae pNassella pulchraO
Knot Grass iPoaceae pPaspalum distichumO
Harding Grass iPoaceae pPhalaris aquaticaO
Canary Grass, Reed nPoaceae pPhalaris arundinaceaO
Canary Grass, Hood iPoaceae aPhalaris paradoxaO
Blue Grass, Annual iPoaceae aPoa annuaO
Beard Grass, Ditch iPoaceae pPolypogon interruptusO
Rabbitfoot Grass, Annual iPoaceae aPolypogon monspeliensisO
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Scientific Name Common Name N/IFamily

Scirpus
Grasses & Grasslike

√ L

Alphabetical by Scientific Name
Grouped by Growth Form

Bulrush, American nCyperaceae pScirpus americanusO
Bulrush, California nCyperaceae pScirpus californicusO
Bulrush, Marine nCyperaceae pScirpus maritimusO
Bulrush, Robust Prairie nCyperaceae pScirpus robustusO
Bur-reed, Erect nTyphaceae pSparganium erectum ssp. stoloniferumO
Bur-reed, Broad-fruit nTyphaceae pSparganium eurycarpum ssp. eurycarpumO
Cattail, Narrow-leaf nTyphaceae pTypha angustifoliaO
Cattail, Southern nTyphaceae pTypha domingensisO
Cattail, Broadleaf nTyphaceae pTypha latifoliaO
Fescue, Annual nPoaceae aVulpia sp.O
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Scientific Name Common Name N/IFamily

Achillea
Herbaceous

√ L

Alphabetical by Scientific Name
Grouped by Growth Form

Yarrow nAsteraceae pAchillea millefoliumO
Dandelion, Seaside nAsteraceae pAgoseris apargiodes var. apargiodesO
Water Plantain, Common nAlismataceae pAlisma plantago-aquaticaO
Pimpernel, Scarlet iPrimulaceae aAnagallis arvensisO
Bur-chervil iApiaceae aAnthriscus caucalisO
Saltbush, Australian iChenopodiaceae pAtriplex semibaccataO
Scale, Spear nChenopodiaceae aAtriplex triangularisO
Baccharis, Douglas/Salt Marsh nAsteraceae pBaccharis douglasiiO
Daisy, English iAsteraceae pBellis perennisO
Mustard, Black iBrassicaceae aBrassica nigraO
Shepherd's Purse iBrassicaceae aCapsella bursa-pastorisO
Hoary Cress, Heartpod iBrassicaceae pCardaria drabaO
Thistle, Italian iAsteraceae aCarduus pycnocephalusO
Thistle, Purple Star iAsteraceae abCentaurea calcitrapaO
Tocalote iAsteraceae aCentaurea melitensisO
Thistle, Yellow Star iAsteraceae aCentaurea solstitialisO
Chickweed, Mouse-ear iCaryophyllaceae aCerastium glomeratumO
Hornwort nCeratophyllaceae aCeratophyllum demersumO
Pineapple Weed nAsteraceae aChamomilla suaveolensO
Soap Plant, Common nLiliaceae pChlorogalum pomeridianum var. pomeridianumO
Thistle, Bull iAsteraceae bCirsium vulgareO
Poison Hemlock iApiaceae bConium maculatumO
Bindweed, Field iConvolvulaceae pConvolvulus arvensisO
Horseweed, South American iAsteraceae aConyza bonariensisO
Brass Buttons iAsteraceae pCotula coronopifoliaO
Blue Dicks nLiliaceae pDichelostemma capitatum ssp. capitatumO
Downingia, Flatface nCampanulaceae aDowningia pulchellaO
Willowherb, Panicled / Weedy nOnagraceae aEpilobium brachycarpumO
Buckwheat, Curl-leaf Eared nPolygonaceae pEriogonum nudum var. auriculatumO
Filaree, Long-beaked iGeraniaceae aErodium botrysO
Filaree, Red-stem iGeraniaceae aErodium cicutariumO
Filaree, White-stem iGeraniaceae aErodium moschatumO
Poppy, California nPapaveraceae pEschscholzia californicaO
Goldenrod, Western nAsteraceae pEuthamia occidentalisO
Fluffweed iAsteraceae aFilago gallicaO
Fennel, Sweet iApiaceae pFoeniculum vulgareO
Alkali Heath nFrankeniaceae pFrankenia salinaO
Geranium, Purpletip Cut-leaf iGeraniaceae aGeranium dissectumO
Cudweed, Weedy iAsteraceae aGnaphalium luteo-albumO
Gumplant, Great Valley nAsteraceae pGrindelia camporum var. camporumO
Heliotrope, Seaside nBoraginaceae pHeliotropium curassavicumO
Spikeweed, Saltmarsh nAsteraceae aHemizonia pungens ssp. maritimaO
Mustard, Shortpod iBrassicaceae bpHirschfeldia incanaO
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Scientific Name Common Name N/IFamily

Hypochaeris
Herbaceous

√ L

Alphabetical by Scientific Name
Grouped by Growth Form

Cat's-ear, Smooth iAsteraceae aHypochaeris glabraO
Poverty Weed nAsteraceae pIva axillaris ssp. robustiorO
Lettuce, Prickly iAsteraceae aLactuca serriolaO
Peppergrass, Slender Peren. iBrassicaceae pLepidium latifoliumO
Peppergrass, Prostrate iBrassicaceae aLepidium strictumO
Marsh-rosemary, Western nPlumbaginaceae pLimonium californicumO
Deerweed, Bird's-foot iFabaceae pLotus corniculatusO
Tarweed, Common / Coast nAsteraceae aMadia sativaO
Mallow, Bull iMalvaceae aMalva nicaeensisO
Cheeseweed, Hidden-flower iMalvaceae aMalva parvifloraO
Mallow, Alkali nMalvaceae pMalvella leprosaO
Bur Clover, California iFabaceae aMedicago polymorphaO
Sweet Clover, White iFabaceae abMelilotus albaO
Clover, Sour iFabaceae abMelilotus indicaO
Yampah, Kellogg nApiaceae pPerideridia kelloggiiO
Yampah nApiaceae pPerideridia sp.O
Verbena, Lemon nVerbenaceae pPhyla nodiflora var. nodifloraO
Ox-tongue, Bristly iAsteraceae abPicris echioidesO
Plantain, Cut-leaf nPlantaginaceae abPlantago coronopusO
Plantain, English iPlantaginaceae aPlantago lanceolataO
Plantain, Common iPlantaginaceae apPlantago majorO
Knotweed, Common Yard nPolygonaceae aPolygonum arenastrumO
Knotweed / Smartweed Polygonaceae apPolygonum sp.O
Buttercup, California nRanunculaceae pRanunculus californicusO
Radish, Wild iBrassicaceae aRaphanus sativusO
Dock, Curly iPolygonaceae pRumex crispusO
Dock, Bitter iPolygonaceae pRumex obtusifoliusO
Dock, Fiddle iPolygonaceae pRumex pulcherO
Pickleweed, Virginia nChenopodiaceae pSalicornia virginicaO
Thistle, Russian iChenopodiaceae apSalsola tragusO
Figwort, California nScrophulariaceae pScrophularia californica ssp. californicaO
Ragwort, Rayless nAsteraceae aSenecio aphanactisO
Groundsel, Common iAsteraceae aSenecio vulgarisO
Checkerbloom, Common nMalvaceae pSidalcea malvaeflora ssp. ?O
Pink, Windmill iCaryophyllaceae aSilene gallicaO
Thistle, Milk iAsteraceae abSilybum marianumO
Rocket, London iBrassicaceae aSisymbrium irioO
Grass, Blue-eyed nIridaceae pSisyrinchium bellumO
Sow Thistle, Prickly iAsteraceae aSonchus asper ssp. asperO
Sow Thistle, Common iAsteraceae aSonchus oleraceusO
Stickwort iCaryophyllaceae aSpergula arvensis ssp. arvensisO
Sand Spurry, Ruby iCaryophyllaceae apSpergularia rubraO
Chickweed, Common iCaryophyllaceae aStellaria mediaO
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Scientific Name Common Name N/IFamily

Taraxacum
Herbaceous

√ L

Alphabetical by Scientific Name
Grouped by Growth Form

Dandelion, Common iAsteraceae bpTaraxacum officinaleO
Salsify, Purple iAsteraceae bpTragopogon porrifoliusO
Clover, Bull / Cow nFabaceae aTrifolium fucatumO
Clover, Rose iFabaceae aTrifolium hirtumO
Clover, White iFabaceae pTrifolium repensO
Ithuriel's Spear nLiliaceae pTriteleia laxaO
Nettle, Creek Stinging nUrticaceae pUrtica dioica ssp. holosericeaO
Nettle, Dwarf Stinging iUrticaceae aUrtica urensO
Vetch, Spring iFabaceae aVicia sativa ssp. sativaO
Vetch, Winter iFabaceae abVicia villosa ssp. variaO
Cocklebur nAsteraceae aXanthium strumariumO
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Scientific Name Common Name N/IFamily

Acacia
Woody

√ L

Alphabetical by Scientific Name
Grouped by Growth Form

Wattle, Golden iFabaceae pAcacia longifoliaO
Acacia, Blackwood iFabaceae pAcacia melanoxylonO
Box Elder nAceraceae pAcer negundo var. californicumO
Buckeye, California nHippocastanaceae pAesculus californicaO
Alder, White nBetulaceae pAlnus rhombifoliaO
Sagebrush, California nAsteraceae pArtemisia californicaO
Coyote Bush nAsteraceae pBaccharis pilularisO
Hazelnut, California nBetulaceae pCorylus cornuta var. californicaO
Yarrow, Golden nAsteraceae pEriophyllum confertiflorum var. confertiflorumO
Gum, Blue iMyrtaceae pEucalyptus globulusO
Ash nOleaceae pFraxinus sp.O
Toyon nRosaceae pHeteromeles arbutifoliaO
Lupine, Blue Bush / Silver nFabaceae pLupinus albifrons var. albifronsO
Monkey Flower, Bush nScrophulariaceae pMimulus aurantiacusO
Olive iOleaceae pOlea europaeaO
Pine, Monterey nPinaceae pPinus radiataO
Sycamore, Western nPlatanaceae pPlatanus racemosaO
Cottonwood, Fremont nSalicaceae pPopulus fremontii ssp. fremontiiO
Oak, Coast Live nFagaceae pQuercus agrifolia var. agrifoliaO
Oak, Valley nFagaceae pQuercus lobataO
Rose nRosaceae pRosa sp.O
Blackberry, Native California nRosaceae pRubus ursinusO
Willow, Arroyo nSalicaceae pSalix lasiolepisO
Willow ?Salicaceae pSalix sp.O
Elderberry, Blue nCaprifoliaceae pSambucus mexicanaO
Poison Oak nAnacardiaceae pToxicodendron diversilobumO
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