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Wild Plants of Browns Island Regional Shoreline 
 
Grouped by Growth Form 
Alphabetical by Scientific Name 
 
 
 
This document contains a comprehensive list of the wild plants reported to be found in 
Browns Island Regional Shoreline. 
 
The plants are grouped according to their growth form for easy accessibility. These 
four groups are: Ferns & Horsetails, Grasses & Grasslike, Herbaceous, and Woody. 
 
The plants within each group are listed alphabetically by scientific name. Other 
information on each plant includes the common name, family, whether the plant is 
native or introduced, and its longevity. 
 
For quick reference, the upper left corner of each page displays both the group name 
(based on growth form) and the genus of the first scientific name. 
 
 
The abbreviations used: 
 
9    Checklist column for marking off the plants you observe 
Scientific Name According to The Jepson Manual: Higher Plants of California, 1993 
Common Name According to Jepson and other references (highly variable) 
Family   The scientific plant family name according to Jepson 
L   Longevity: Annual (a), Biennial (b), Perennial (p), or a combination 
N/I   Native (n) or Introduced (i) according to Jepson 
 
 
The listing of plants included in this document is by no means complete. The intent is 
to maintain an ongoing inventory to which additional plants can be added over time. 
Readers are encouraged to report any corrections or additions to this list by emailing 
the District Botanist (Wilde Legard, wlegard@ebparks.org). This welcomed assistance 
will help facilitate improved management of the Park District’s natural resources. 
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Scientific Name Common Name N/IFamily

Azolla
Ferns & Horsetails

√ L

Alphabetical by Scientific Name
Grouped by Growth Form

Fern, Mexican Mosquito nAzollaceae pAzolla mexicanaO
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Scientific Name Common Name N/IFamily

Agrostis
Grasses & Grasslike

√ L

Alphabetical by Scientific Name
Grouped by Growth Form

Bent Grass, Spike Redtop nPoaceae pAgrostis exarataO
Bent Grass, Creeping iPoaceae pAgrostis stoloniferaO
Reed, Giant iPoaceae pArundo donaxO
Brome, Ripgut iPoaceae aBromus diandrusO
Sedge, Sitka nCyperaceae pCarex aquatilis var. divesO
Sedge, Woolly nCyperaceae pCarex lanuginosaO
Sedge, Nebraska nCyperaceae pCarex nebrascensisO
Pampas Grass, Smooth iPoaceae pCortaderia selloanaO
Nutsedge, Tall nCyperaceae pCyperus eragrostisO
Nutsedge, Redroot nCyperaceae aCyperus erythrorhizosO
Nutsedge, Straw-colored nCyperaceae pCyperus strigosusO
Hair Grass, Tufted nPoaceae pDeschampsia cespitosa ssp. cespitosaO
Hair Grass, Pacific nPoaceae pDeschampsia cespitosa ssp. holciformisO
Salt Grass nPoaceae pDistichlis spicataO
Spikerush, Small nCyperaceae pEleocharis parvulaO
Rush, Baltic Wire nJuncaceae pJuncus balticusO
Rush, Mariposa nJuncaceae pJuncus dubiusO
Rush, Pacific Bog nJuncaceae pJuncus effusus var. pacificusO
Rush, Salt nJuncaceae pJuncus lesueuriiO
Rush, Pointed nJuncaceae pJuncus oxymerisO
Knot Grass iPoaceae pPaspalum distichumO
Canary Grass, Reed nPoaceae pPhalaris arundinaceaO
Reed, Common nPoaceae pPhragmites australisO
Rabbitfoot Grass, Annual iPoaceae aPolypogon monspeliensisO
Bulrush, Hardstem nCyperaceae pScirpus acutus var. occidentalisO
Bulrush, American nCyperaceae pScirpus americanusO
Bulrush, California nCyperaceae pScirpus californicusO
Bulrush, Low nCyperaceae aScirpus cernuusO
Bulrush, Robust Prairie nCyperaceae pScirpus robustusO
Arrow Grass, Seaside nJuncaginaceae pTriglochin maritimaO
Arrow Grass, Three-rib nJuncaginaceae pTriglochin striataO
Cattail, Narrow-leaf nTyphaceae pTypha angustifoliaO
Cattail, Southern nTyphaceae pTypha domingensisO
Cattail, Broadleaf nTyphaceae pTypha latifoliaO
Fescue, Rattail nPoaceae aVulpia myuros var. myurosO
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Scientific Name Common Name N/IFamily

Achillea
Herbaceous

√ L

Alphabetical by Scientific Name
Grouped by Growth Form

Yarrow nAsteraceae pAchillea millefoliumO
Ragweed, Western nAsteraceae pAmbrosia psilostachyaO
Pimpernel, Scarlet iPrimulaceae aAnagallis arvensisO
Celery iApiaceae aApium graveolensO
Dogbane, Indian Hemp nApocynaceae pApocynum cannabinumO
Mugwort, California nAsteraceae pArtemisia douglasianaO
Asparagus, Garden iLiliaceae pAsparagus officinalis ssp. officinalisO
Aster, Suisun Marsh nAsteraceae pAster lentusO
Aster, Slim Purple nAsteraceae aAster subulatus var. ligulatusO
Scale, Spear nChenopodiaceae aAtriplex triangularisO
Baccharis, Douglas/Salt Marsh nAsteraceae pBaccharis douglasiiO
Sticktight nAsteraceae aBidens frondosaO
Tickseed / Bur Marigold nAsteraceae apBidens laevisO
Bindweed, Hedge nConvolvulaceae pCalystegia sepium ssp. limnophilaO
Thistle, Yellow Star iAsteraceae aCentaurea solstitialisO
Centaury, Monterey nGentianaceae abCentaurium muhlenbergiiO
Mexican Tea iChenopodiaceae apChenopodium ambrosioidesO
Water Hemlock, Bolander nApiaceae pCicuta maculata var. bolanderiO
Thistle, Bull iAsteraceae bCirsium vulgareO
Horseweed, Canadian iAsteraceae aConyza canadensisO
Alkali Weed nConvolvulaceae pCressa truxillensisO
Dodder nCuscutaceae aCuscuta salina var. ?O
Daisy, False nAsteraceae aEclipta prostrataO
Willowherb, Panicled / Weedy nOnagraceae aEpilobium brachycarpumO
Willowherb, Common nOnagraceae pEpilobium ciliatum ssp. ciliatumO
Coyote Thistle, Blue-Purple nApiaceae pEryngium articulatumO
Wallflower, Antioch nBrassicaceae pErysimum capitatum ssp. angustatumO
Goldenrod, Western nAsteraceae pEuthamia occidentalisO
Fennel, Sweet iApiaceae pFoeniculum vulgareO
Bedstraw, Trifid nRubiaceae pGalium trifidum var. pacificumO
Milkwort, Sea nPrimulaceae pGlaux maritimaO
Cudweed, Everlasting Asteraceae apGnaphalium sp.O
Cotton-batting Plant nAsteraceae aGnaphalium stramineumO
Sneezeweed, Bigelow nAsteraceae pHelenium bigeloviiO
Sunflower, California nAsteraceae pHelianthus californicusO
Heliotrope, Seaside nBoraginaceae pHeliotropium curassavicumO
Spikeweed, Saltmarsh nAsteraceae aHemizonia pungens ssp. maritimaO
Telegraph Weed nAsteraceae aHeterotheca grandifloraO
Leather Root nFabaceae pHoita macrostachyaO
Pennywort, Water nApiaceae pHydrocotyle ranunculoidesO
Pennywort, Whorled Marsh nApiaceae pHydrocotyle verticillataO
Yellow Flag iIridaceae pIris pseudacorusO
Jaumea, Fleshy nAsteraceae pJaumea carnosaO
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Scientific Name Common Name N/IFamily

Lactuca
Herbaceous

√ L

Alphabetical by Scientific Name
Grouped by Growth Form

Lettuce, Prickly iAsteraceae aLactuca serriolaO
Pea, Delta Tule nFabaceae pLathyrus jepsonii var. jepsoniiO
Mallow, Crete iMalvaceae abLavatera creticaO
Peppergrass, Slender Peren. iBrassicaceae pLepidium latifoliumO
Lilaeopsis, Delta nApiaceae pLilaeopsis masoniiO
Deerweed, Bird's-foot iFabaceae pLotus corniculatusO
Clover, Spanish nFabaceae aLotus purshianus var. purshianusO
Water Primrose, Yellow nOnagraceae pLudwigia peploides ssp. peploidesO
Water Horehound, Cutleaf nLamiaceae pLycopus americanusO
Bugleweed nLamiaceae pLycopus asperO
Loosestrife, California nLythraceae pLythrum californicumO
Sweet Clover, White iFabaceae abMelilotus albaO
Mint, Field nLamiaceae pMentha arvensisO
Pennyroyal iLamiaceae pMentha pulegiumO
Spearmint iLamiaceae pMentha spicata var. spicataO
Monkey Flower, Golden nScrophulariaceae pMimulus guttatusO
Water Parsley, Pacific nApiaceae pOenanthe sarmentosaO
Eve. Primrose, Antioch Dunes nOnagraceae pOenothera deltoides ssp. howelliiO
Evening Primrose, Hooker nOnagraceae bOenothera elata ssp. hookeriO
Fog-fruit nVerbenaceae pPhyla lanceolataO
Ox-tongue, Bristly iAsteraceae abPicris echioidesO
Plantain, Common iPlantaginaceae apPlantago majorO
Plantain, Coast nPlantaginaceae pPlantago subnudaO
Fleabane, Salt Marsh nAsteraceae pPluchea odorataO
Knotweed, Swamp / Water nPolygonaceae pPolygonum amphibium var. emersumO
Knotweed, American Water nPolygonaceae pPolygonum amphibium var. stipulaceumO
Knotweed, Common Yard nPolygonaceae aPolygonum arenastrumO
Smartweed, Water nPolygonaceae pPolygonum punctatumO
Pondweed, Curly iPotamogetonaceae pPotamogeton crispusO
Pondweed, Fennel-leaf nPotamogetonaceae pPotamogeton pectinatusO
Cinquefoil, Pacific nRosaceae pPotentilla anserina ssp. pacificaO
Radish, Wild iBrassicaceae aRaphanus sativusO
Water Cress, Marsh nBrassicaceae abRorippa palustrus var. occidentalisO
Dock, Green iPolygonaceae pRumex conglomeratusO
Dock, Curly iPolygonaceae pRumex crispusO
Dock, Western nPolygonaceae pRumex occidentalisO
Pickleweed, Virginia nChenopodiaceae pSalicornia virginicaO
Thistle, Russian iChenopodiaceae apSalsola tragusO
Pimpernel, Water nPrimulaceae pSamolus parviflorusO
Butterweed, Alkali-marsh nAsteraceae pSenecio hydrophilusO
Thistle, Milk iAsteraceae abSilybum marianumO
Sium nApiaceae pSium suaveO
Nightshade, Small-flower nSolanaceae apSolanum americanumO
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Scientific Name Common Name N/IFamily

Sonchus
Herbaceous

√ L

Alphabetical by Scientific Name
Grouped by Growth Form

Sow Thistle, Common iAsteraceae aSonchus oleraceusO
Hedge Nettle, White-stem nLamiaceae pStachys albensO
Clover, Cow nFabaceae aTrifolium wormskioldiiO
Cocklebur nAsteraceae aXanthium strumariumO
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Scientific Name Common Name N/IFamily

Acacia
Woody

√ L

Alphabetical by Scientific Name
Grouped by Growth Form

Acacia, Blackwood iFabaceae pAcacia melanoxylonO
Alder, White nBetulaceae pAlnus rhombifoliaO
Coyote Bush nAsteraceae pBaccharis pilularisO
Mulefat nAsteraceae pBaccharis salicifoliaO
Button Willow, California nRubiaceae pCephalanthus occidentalis var. californicusO
Gumplant, Narrowleaf Pacific nAsteraceae pGrindelia stricta var. angustifoliaO
Honeysuckle, Japanese iCaprifoliaceae pLonicera japonicaO
Lupine, Blue Bush / Silver nFabaceae pLupinus albifrons var. ?O
Palm, Canary Island Date iArecaceae pPhoenix canariensisO
Cottonwood, Fremont nSalicaceae pPopulus fremontii ssp. fremontiiO
Gooseberry / Currant nGrossulariaceae pRibes sp.O
Rose, California Wild nRosaceae pRosa californicaO
Blackberry, Himalayan iRosaceae pRubus discolorO
Blackberry, Native California nRosaceae pRubus ursinusO
Willow, Narrowleaf nSalicaceae pSalix exiguaO
Willow, Goodding's Black nSalicaceae pSalix gooddingiiO
Willow, Arroyo nSalicaceae pSalix lasiolepisO
Tamarisk, 4-petal iTamaricaceae pTamarix parvifloraO
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